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Clarification of reimbursement for school-based
transportation services
This Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare
Update clarifies Wisconsin Medicaid�s
policy for reimbursement of school-
based transportation services for any
child who requires special transportation
and whose transportation services are
outlined in the child�s Individualized
Education Program (IEP).

Wisconsin Medicaid�s State Plan
amendment approved
In August 2001, the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS), formerly
HCFA, approved Wisconsin Medicaid�s State
Plan amendment regarding covered school-
based services (SBS) transportation policy.
Refer to the Attachment to this Update for
Medicaid�s State Plan regarding SBS
transportation policy.

Clarification of reimbursement for
school-based transportation  services

Wisconsin Medicaid covers school-based
transportation services based on criteria set by
CMS. Refer to the March 2000 Wisconsin
Medicaid and BadgerCare Update
(2000-08), titled �School-based services
transportation coverage changes,� for a letter
from CMS that summarizes the covered SBS
transportation criteria.

SBS providers may submit claims for
specialized transportation that a child would not
otherwise receive in the course of attending
school. The specialized transportation, which
must be listed in the child�s Individualized
Education Program (IEP), may include, but is
not limited to, the following:
• A specialized medical vehicle (equipped

with a ramp or lift) where the child
requires a ramp or lift.

• Transportation in any vehicle where an aide
is required to assist the child.

• A specially adapted bus for a child with a
disability who is not able to ride a regular
school bus.

• A vehicle routed to an area that does not
have school bus transportation that the child
requires because of a disability.

Wisconsin Medicaid reimburses SBS providers
for transportation on days when a child is
receiving a covered school-based service (other
than transportation) in the following situations:
• Transportation to and from school when a

child receives a covered school-based
service at school.

• Transportation to and from an off-site
location to receive a covered school-
based service provided the child is in
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The Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare
Update is the first source of program policy and
billing information for providers.

Although the Update refers to Medicaid
recipients, all information applies to BadgerCare
recipients also.

Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare are
administered by the Division of Health Care
Financing, Wisconsin Department of Health and
Family Services, P.O. Box 309, Madison, WI
53701-0309.

For questions, call Provider Services at
(800) 947-9627 or (608) 221-9883 or visit our
Web site at www.dhfs.state.wi.us/medicaid/.

Follow documentation requirements
For all submitted claims, providers must
follow documentation requirements for
school-based transportation services. Refer
to the July 2001 Wisconsin Medicaid and
BadgerCare Update (2001-10), titled �New
reimbursement method and documentation
requirements for school-based services
transportation,� for the documentation
requirements.

school that day. In this case,
transportation between home and school
is not covered.

Wisconsin Medicaid reimburses
boarding schools for transportation
services
When a child stays overnight at a boarding
school, such as the Wisconsin School for the
Deaf or the Wisconsin School for the Visually
Handicapped, Wisconsin Medicaid
reimburses the school a portion of the
transportation cost for transporting the child
to the boarding school.

For example, if a child receives services
listed in the IEP for five hours during a 30-
hour school week, Wisconsin Medicaid will
reimburse 5/30, or 1/6, of the transportation
costs. Providers may then submit claims for
their base rate plus 1/6 of the mileage.

Providers may submit claims for past
transportation services
Providers who performed the above school-
based transportation services within the past
year but did not seek reimbursement may
submit claims within 365 days from the date
of service.
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ATTACHMENT
Wisconsin Medicaid�s State Plan regarding
school-based transportation services policy

Transportation Policy

1. Transportation to school and from school
A child�s transportation to and from a school certified as a school-based service provider is a covered service only
if all the following conditions are met:
� The child receives a covered school-based service identified in the child�s Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

at the school on the day the transportation is provided.
� The SBS provider is financially responsible for providing the transportation.
� The child�s medical need for the particular type of transportation is identified in the child�s IEP.
� One of the following:

√ The vehicle is equipped with and the child requires a ramp or lift.
√ An aide is present and the child requires the aide�s assistance in the vehicle.
√ The child has behavioral problems that do not require the assistance of an aide but that preclude the child

from riding on a standard school bus.

2. Off-site transportation
A child�s transportation to and from a site other than the child�s �home� school is a covered service only if all the
following conditions are met:
� The child receives a covered school-based service identified in the child�s IEP at the site on the day the

transportation is provided.
� The SBS provider is financially responsible for providing the transportation.
� One of the following:

√ Transportation is from the school to an off-site provider and back to school or home.
√ Transportation is between home and a �special school.� A special school is a school that requires that a

child have a disability in order to be enrolled, including, but not limited to, the Wisconsin School for the
Deaf or the Wisconsin School for the Visually Handicapped, as defined in ch. PI 12, Wis. Admin. Code.

In August 2001, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, formerly HCFA, approved
Wisconsin Medicaid�s State Plan regarding covered school-based services (SBS) transportation
policy. The following is Medicaid�s SBS State Plan language:


